
OPENING READING:  

Matthew 6:5-13

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they 
love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into 
your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on 
babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your 
Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 

10 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from the evil one.’ 



PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven 
Holy is your name -- Awesome is your being 
Mighty are your works  -- Powerful is your word 
Speak to us now as we look at the words of Jesus  
Shake us and wake us to hear what you have to say today 
So that we might be reminded of your will for our lives 
And so that we might help build your Kingdom,  
Right here where we are -- In Jesus name, Amen  

OUR Father 

Our >>> community… We are not meant to live all by ourselves 
We work together, play together and live together 
Likewise we do not live out our faith in isolation 
Check the Bible  
Galatians 6:10 

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of 
believers. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting 
together… but encouraging one another… 

We are meant to be in community  
the first word of the Lords Prayer reminds us of this



Our FATHER 

We are God’s children  
We can call God – creator of the universe – out FATHER

Romans 8:14&16 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children 
of God. … 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we 
are God’s children. 

We are really children 
Fully adopted 
Through the blood of Jesus we are made right with God 

Before Jesus, people could not approach God directly 
But only through priests and with sacrifices to offset their sins 
Now, Jesus paid for all our sins 
We can come to God – OUR FATHER – directly 

HOW WONDERFUL!! 



Our Father IN HEAVEN, 

Jesus prayer reminds that God is in heaven-- we are not 
We are mere mortals here on earth 
Approaching God of the universe, who resides in heaven 
Get the right perspective from this psalm of David 

Psalm 8:1-4 
1 LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory 
    in the heavens. 
2 Through the praise of children and infants 
    you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 
    to silence the foe and the avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, 
    the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
    which you have set in place, 
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
    human beings that you care for them? 

Really!!!   
Who are we that God should be mindful of us at all! 
Except that we are special… 
We are HIS creation –in his IMAGE - To GLORIFY HIM



Hallowed be thy Name; 

“Hallowed” = Holy or consecrated  
– as in Moses was standing on holy ground 

“Hallowed” = sacred or revered  
 – as in those hallowed halls of the famous university 

The Lords prayer teaches: “Hallowed be God’s name” 

But we use God’s name all over the place, don’t we? 
Is that right?  Check the SECOND of the 10 commandments 

Exodus 20:7 
“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for 
the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

Matthew 12:36-37 
36 But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the 
day of judgment for every empty word they have 
spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by 
your words you will be condemned.” 

Ouch! These are tough words – esp in today’s culture! 
In the Lords Prayer, Jesus reminds us – very gently –  
be careful about how we use the name of God 



Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven: 

We pray for God’s kingdom to come – not for ours! 
Here, we pray for God’s kingdom and His plans – not ours 

As Christians, this is what we really want – God’s Kingdom to 
come 

Step back and look at how popular Christianity goes… 
Many people think like this 

- I believe in Jesus 
- This secures my eternal life 
- Then I live my life until I die or get raptured 

But that’s not at all what Jesus teaches in the Lord’s Prayer  
Jesus never said 'Get us out of here so we can go up there.'  

Instead Jesus prayer was,  
- Make the “up there” come down here. 
- Make things down here run the way they do up there. 
- Use me to help make things down here the way they are up 

there. 

Jesus showed what the Kingdom of Heaven would be like 
Healing people, caring for people – blessing them 
He also said that the kingdom of heaven was near 
and the Bible tells us how we can help with this 
Check these verses from the Bible…. 



Mark 1:15 
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

Ephesians 2:10 
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Our job on earth is to glorify God  
By BLESSING others 
In doing so, we help bring the Kingdom of God to earth! 



Give us this day our daily bread; 

God has provided all we have 
He continues to give us food, health, shelter etc 
So easily you can lose any one of these 
This prayer simply asks God to give us what we need for life 

Check out the wisdom of rich & wise King Solomon in

Proverbs 30:8 
8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; 
    give me neither poverty nor riches, 
    but give me only my daily bread. 

In today’s context of the Lord’s Prayer  
We also see our daily bread as the Jesus – the bread of heaven 
Our food for eternal life 

John 6:35
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes 
to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty. 



And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us; 

Here, Jesus is talking about our sin and the sin of others against us 

Obviously, we need forgiveness – we are far from perfect 
God has provided for our forgiveness through Jesus 
The bread of life 

When we receive forgiveness, we are to pass it on 
That’s why this is a 2-part couplet in the Lord’s Prayer 

Matthew 6:14-15 
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not 
forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins. 

Jesus also told a parable in Matthew 18:21-35 to illustrate this 
A man with a big debt of millions of $$ had his debt cancelled 
But then that same man went after another who owed him just 
$10 
The king is outraged & reinstates the debt and puts the man in jail 

Like all God's gifts  
The gift of forgiveness brings responsibility;  
We must pass it on  



And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil 

The devil is looking for a way to take us down 
To pull us out of God’s family 
To destroy our faith 

1 Peter 5:8-9  
8 Be alert … Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing 
firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind 
of sufferings. 

Matthew 6:41 
41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Jesus knows we are weak  
We may not always be able to resist 
We are human…. 
Therefore we pray that we are not led into temptation 

To be clear, God does lead us into temptation! 

James 1:13–14: 
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” 
For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 
anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged 
away by their own evil desire and enticed. 



For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen. 

This is not part of the original text of Matthew  
Likely it was added in the early church 

It fits very well with the rest of the Lord’s Prayer  
Takes us back to where we started 
Recognition of God’s greatness  

These closing words likely come from the old testament 

1 Chronicles 29:11 
Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and 
the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and 
earth is yours. Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as 
head over all. 

That’s it – the Lord’s Prayer 

So now, when we sing this prayer as our closing song 
Close your eyes & reflect on what these words really mean 
and 
May we be blessed as we do so 


